THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

because the officials of the old Diplomatic Corps and
Consular Service gave him wonderful support, helped by
their friendships among politicians and in foreign banks.
They watched the activities of all the Republican re-
presentatives and of the Commissions which were sent to
buy war material and food for importation into Spain,
and they knew the ports from which these were exported.
This accounted for the great success of the enemy's Air
Force and Navy, which destroyed and captured a great
number of transport ships bound for the Republican
zone.

In the People's Army we only had two such organisa-
tions. The S.I.M. (Servicio de Investigation Militar), and the
S.I.E.P. (Servicio de Investigacitin Especial Periferica}. The
first was to function in our own territory, the second to
gather information from the enemy zone, especially about
the movement and concentration of forces. Both organisa-
tions were under the direct authority of the Minister of
National Defence.

As regards the S.I.M., I have been informed that OR
more than one occasion it abused its powers. From my
own experience I can state that during the ten months in
which I was in command of the Central Army I found
nothing to confirm this, nor were any accusations of the
kind brought to me. When I took command of that Army
I informed the Chief of the S.I.M. that it had come to my
notice that he was using methods with some of his
prisoners which I could not allow, and I told him that
if I could prove these facts during the time I was in
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